
ST. CHARLES PARISH LIBRARY 

Board of Control Meeting 

September 16, 2014 

6:00 p.m. 

MINUTES 

 

 

A regular meeting of the St. Charles Parish Library Board of Control was held at 6:00 p.m., 

Tuesday, September 16, 2014, in Council Chambers at the Courthouse in Hahnville. 

 

Members present: Robert Faucheux, Celeste Uzee, Larry LaBorde and Glenn Gros 

 

Members absent: Ralph DeRoche, Tammy Windmann, Steve Wilson and Terrell Wilson 

 

Staff present: Leann Benedict, Jessica Delgado, Stacie Russell, Tammy Chiasson, Denise 

Wilson, Lauren Pitz and Julie Cancienne 

 

Others: Brandt Dufrene (First National Bank USA), Maureen Arndt (720 Design) and Fritz 

Embaugh (+One Design & Construction) 

 

Mr. Faucheux called the meeting to order and asked for a moment of silent prayer, which was 

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Mr. Faucheux asked for approval of the minutes of the July 15, 2014 meeting. Mrs. Uzee       

moved that the minutes be approved as mailed. Mr. LaBorde seconded the motion, and the 

motion passed.  

 

The attendance report for Board members was completed. 

 

The next agenda item was Public Comment. There were no requests for public comment. 

 

Under the Librarian’s report, Mrs. Benedict read the following report: 

 

“The Library has wrapped up a very successful summer reading program. We had 909 

patrons sign up for the children’s program and 525 sign up for the tweens and teens 

program. During the months of June and July we hosted 141 children’s programs with 

over 5500 in attendance and 57 tween and teen programs with over 1800 attending. We 

were excited to see a big increase in participation in our adult summer reading program 

this year. We had 532 patrons sign up for the program with over 2500 items read. Adult 

sign-ups increased by 77% (approx. 300 in 2013) and items read by 25% (approx. 2000 

in 2013) compared to 2013.  

 

We would like to thank several of our community partners who generously donated items 

for our summer reading program grand prizes. Thanks to Monsanto and Valero we gave 

away fourteen $25 gift cards. Walmart donated two iPad mini’s, which were used as 

grand prizes for our teen and adult summer reading programs, and Dow donated eight 



science kits which were g used as grand prizes for our children’s reading programs. We 

also want to thank Winn Dixie and Domino’s Pizza for donations for our teen lock-in and 

Maison Decor, Potting Shed, It's All About You Interiors, First National Bank USA, 

Taste of Tokyo and Boulevard Bistro who donated items for our after-hours adult event 

which was held in June at the West Regional Library. We would also like to thank the 

Friends of the Library who co-sponsored the teen lock-in and the adult after-hours 

program this summer and donated $500 to the summer reading program. 

 

Speaking of the Friends of the Library, they will be hosting their annual meeting on 

October 21st at 6:00pm at the East Regional Library in Destrehan. The program will 

feature New Orleans author Laura Lane McNeal whose debut novel Dollbaby, has been 

getting rave reviews around the country. Dollbaby is set in New Orleans during the 

1960s. We invite you all to join us for this very special program. 

 

On August 18th I gave the library’s annual report to the parish council. I have given you 

each a copy of the information brochure that was given to the council members. I was 

excited to be able to share with them some highlights about our services including the 

fact that we have seen an 11% increase in library visits from 2013, we saw a 5% increase 

in use of our public computers, saw a 76% increase in circulation of our digital collection 

and saw a 22% increase in attendance at our programs.  

 

In staff news Assistant Director Vicki Nesting has a review on the October LibraryReads 

list.  LibraryReads is a program that was started a little over a year ago to harness and 

recognize the power that public library staff have in helping build word-of-mouth for new 

books. Her review and others can be found online at http://libraryreads.org. In August we 

welcomed a new page, Rene Petit, at the East Regional Library. We are happy to have 

him join our team.” 

 

The next agenda item was Communications. There were no communications to be taken up. 

 

The first item of unfinished business taken up was the status of the Paradis Branch. Mr. 

Faucheux asked Mrs. Benedict for an update. Mrs. Benedict informed the board that the library 

has obtained quotes for the cost of installing two dehumidifiers in the building as recommended 

by Mr. Terry Grier who presented at the July board meeting the results and recommendations 

from air quality testing he had done at the Paradis Branch. The lowest quote came in at 

$9,050.00 for the installation of the two dehumidifiers. Mrs. Benedict recommended that the 

library move forward with the installation and then proceed with the cleaning and retesting that 

Mr. Grier had also recommended. A discussion followed. The library board expressed concern 

over the library having to bear the cost of the installation of the dehumidifiers and Mr. Faucheux 

suggested that the board ask the Parish to cover the cost of it as the Parish owns the building. 

Mrs. Benedict will draft a letter for Mr. Faucheux to send to Mr. VJ St. Pierre regarding the 

matter.  

 

The next item of unfinished business taken up was the West Regional Library renovation and 

Norco Branch. Maureen Arndt of 720 Design and Fritz Embaugh from +One Design & 

Construction presented the board with options and comparisons of the Capitol One Bank and the 

http://libraryreads.org/


First National Bank USA buildings in Norco and how each could be turned into a library (see 

attached presentation). Included in the presentation were bubble diagrams showing potential 

layouts and price estimates. In order to complete a construction project for the Norco Branch, the 

library will need to scale back the West Regional renovation project. Because of this they also 

presented a bubble diagram of a potential revised layout and cost estimates for renovating the 

West Regional Library. Mrs. Benedict, Mr. Embaugh and Mrs. Arndt discussed the pricing 

options and the effect that moving forward with both projects would have on the library’s 

budget. A discussion followed. Mrs. Benedict indicated to the board that the library will likely 

need to stagger the projects so that both are not ongoing at the same time. However, if the West 

project is delayed it is very likely that some maintenance issues will need to be dealt with in the 

near future, specifically the roof will need to be replaced and some leaking skylight windows 

would need to be addressed at the same time. The board agreed that pursuing the First National 

Bank option would best meet the needs of the Norco community and asked Mrs. Benedict to 

contact Mr. Dufrene, the owner of the First National Bank USA building in order to begin 

negotiations regarding pricing. Mrs. Benedict will also contact the parish attorney’s office to 

determine what steps are required should the library board decide that they want to buy the 

building. 

 

The first item of new business was an amendment of the “Videos/DVDs” section of the 

Collection Development Policy. Mrs. Uzee made a motion that the policy be amended as written. 

Mr. Gros seconded the motion and the motion passed. 

 

The next item of new business was the annual evaluation of the Director. Mrs. Uzee moved that 

the Board go into executive session. Mr. Gros seconded the motion, and the motion passed. 

 

Following the evaluation, Mrs. Uzee moved that the Board resume public session. Mr. Gros 

seconded the motion, and the motion passed. 

 

The final agenda item was Public Comment. There were no requests for Public Comment. 

 

There being no further business, Mr. Faucheux called for a motion to adjourn. Mr. Gros moved 

that the meeting be adjourned. Mr. LaBorde seconded the motion, and the meeting was 

adjourned.   

 

APPROVED: 

 

__________________________   __________________________ 

Robert Faucheux, President    Leann Benedict, Secretary 

St. Charles Parish Library Board   St. Charles Parish Library Board 

 



St Charles Parish Library:

Norco and West Regional 
Library

September 16, 2014



•Norco Branch Options

•West Regional Renovation Only

•Budget Estimates

agenda



Norco Branch Option 1

Capitol One Bank



Norco Branch Option 1

Capitol One Bank

26 front parking spaces



Norco Branch Option 1

Capitol One Bank

• 4800 SF of usable space
• Meeting
• Study Rooms
• New Public Restrooms
• New Vestibule

• Vault and Stairs in challenging 
location

• Structural Wall
• Significant un-usable space upstairs



Norco Branch Option 2

First National Bank 



Norco Branch Option 1

First National Bank 

16 
existing 
parking 
spaces



Norco Branch Option 2 

First National Bank 



Norco Branch Option 1

First National Bank 

• Significant Addition
• More efficient use of 

space
• New Public Restrooms in 

addition
• Study rooms in existing 

offices/vault
• Drawings/Documentation 

of existing conditions 
available



Norco Branch Option 2 

First National Bank 

• Significant Addition
• More efficient use of 

space
• New Public Restrooms in 

addition
• Study rooms in existing 

offices/vault
• Meeting room can be 

used after hours
• Children’s area in new 

space
• Confirmation of set backs
• Drawings/Documentation 

of existing conditions 
available



West Regional Library

Renovation of Existing 
1st Floor

• New Roof
• New HVAC
• New Lighting
• ADA upgrades
• Cosmetic upgrades
• New interior entry to planetarium
• New computer Lab
• Expansion of public computers
• Drawings/Documentation of existing 

conditions



West Regional Library

Renovation of Existing 
2nd Floor

• Expanded meeting room by 
switching Local History



West Regional Library

Renovation of Existing

Code and/or ADA items must be done as part of 

Renovation:

• Extend sprinkler system to cover entire building – right now only the 2 story 

addition from 1994 has sprinkler.  

• Install Fire Alarm system.

• ADA parking/route from parking lot to entrance .

• ADA restrooms.

• Overall Restroom plumbing fixture count – would have to be evaluated if 

going to remain.  Required fixture count is on G sheet in drawing set. 

• ADA access throughout building spaces.

• New ADA access/transaction at Service Desk.

• General Code review would also be part of changes, as since this has been 

issued, several updated/newer codes have been adopted. 

• Electrical panel at current restroom wing wall – needed to be upgraded as 

this was how some of the lights were turned off, by flipping breakers in panel. 

West Maintenance List

• New roof ASAP

• Breakers replace.

• Lighting control panel.

• HVAS systems are old and worn out and should be replaced with the 

newer 410 A Freon and with dehumidifier controls.

• Parking lot pole lights replaced with LED. No longer make parts for 

the ones we have now.

• Parking lot restriping.

• Parking lot curbs fixed.

• New lighting inside the building.

• All exterior emergency doors replaced or sandblasted and painted.

• Stucco under windows patched and painted.

• All clear view windows on roof replaced or fixed from leaking water.

• Epoxy flooring upstairs in hall and meeting rooms.

• New flooring and ceiling tiles in server room.

• Fire alarm.

• Security alarm.

• Key swipe pads installed. 

• All hose bibs outside replaced.



cost estimates



cost estimates



cost estimates



cost estimates



cost estimates


